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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, ME. DUNSTAN, OPENING THE ADELAIDE 
YOUTH HOSTEL. 11/12/71 
MR. ANGOVE, MR. SEDUNARY, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVITATION TO OPEN THIS NEW YOUTH HOSTEL. 
THE YOUTH HOSTEL ASSOCIATION HERE IS PART OF A WORLD-WIDE 
MOVEMENT WHICH IS OF VERY GREAT SOCIAL VALUE IN THE WAY IT 
PERMITS YOUNG PEOPLE TO TRAVEL WHO LIGHT OTHERWISE BE UNABLE 
TO AFFORD TO DO SO. 
IN ENABLING YOUNG PEOPLE TO TRAVEL WIDELY AND TO MEET INFORMALLY 
IT'S A VERY POSITIVE FORCE FOR INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. 
EQUALLY IMPORTANT THE WAY THE HOSTELS ARE ORGANISED AND RUN 
MEANS THAT THE MOVEMENT IS OF GREAT VALUE IN STIMULATING 
CONTACT AND FRATERNISATION BETWEEN DIFFERENT GROUPS WITHIN 
ONE COMMUNITY. 
PAGE TOO 
HOSTELS IN THE MAJOR CITIES NOT ONLY PROMOTE TOURISM AND 
INTER-CITY, INTER-STATE TRAVEL, THEY PROVIDE A BASE FOR 
VISITING SCHOOL CHILDREN FROM COUNTRY AREAS. 
ADELAIDE NOW JOINS THE MAJOR CITIES OF EUROPE AND JAPAN IN 
HAVING A CITY HOSTEL AND, I'M HAPPY TO SAY, LEADS AUSTRALIA 
IN DOING SO. 
THE MOVEMENT IS EXPANDING RAPIDLY IN AUSTRALIA AND, AS TOURISM 
MINISTER, I'M PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO LEARN THAT THE NUMBER 
OF BED-NIGHTS BY OVERSEAS VISITORS IS INCREASING MOST RAPIDLY 
i 
OF ALL. SOME 25% OF HOSTEL USAGE IS NOW BY OVERSEAS VISITORS. 
LAST YEAR THERE WERE 2,643 BED NIGHTS SPENT BY SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
MEMBERS, 1007 BY INTERSTATE VISITORS AND 889 BY OVERSEAS VISITORS. 
NEXT YEAR, OF COURSE, IS A FESTIVAL YEAR IN ADELAIDE AND I 
BELIEVE YOU EXPECT TO CATER FOR 1,000 HOSTELLERS FROM INTERSTATE 
AND OVERSEAS. 
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS HOSTEL IS A VERT VALUABLE ADDITION 
TO THE RANGE OF TOURIST FACILITIES AVAILABLE HERE AND IT IS 
MOST GRATIFYING THAT YOU'VE BEEN ABLE TO OPEN IT IN TIME FOR 
THE FESTIVAL. 
SIR, AS I SAID THE GOVERNMENT REGARDS THE YOUTH HOSTEL MOVEMENT 
AS A VERY VALUABLE BODY IN PROMOTING UNDERSTANDING AND IN 
PROVIDING YOUNG PEOPLE WITH THE MEANS OF EDUCATING AND ENJOYING 
THEMSELVES. 
WE THINE YOU'RE DOING A GREAT JOB. AND WE WANT TO DO WHAT WE 
CAN TO HELP. ONE OF THE WAYS IN WHICH WE CAN DO SO IS TO 
INCREASE THE RANGE OF YOUR FACILITIES. THE STATE GOVERNMENT 
HAS DECIDED TO HAND OVER TO THE ASSOCIATION THE NOW CLOSED 
INMAN VALLEY SCHOOL TO BE RUN AS A HOSTEL. THIS WILL ENABLE THE 
ASSOCIATION TO FURTHER EXPAND INTO .AN AREA WHICH IS AMONG THE 
POPULAR TOURIST VENUES IN THE STATE. 
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I'M HAPPY TO NOTE, TOG, THAT THE STATE GOVERNMENT WAS ABLE TO 
GIVE SOME ASSISTANCE IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS CITY HOSTEL. 
THE DECISION TO PURCHASE, RENOVATE AND EQUIP THE PROPERTY 
FOLLOWED A SURVEY UNDERTAKEN FOR THE ASSOCIATION BY THE EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT OF USAGE AND INTEREST BY COUNTRY SCHOOLS OF SUCH A 
HOSTEL. 
IT HAS COST #26,000, RAISED MAINLY THROUGH SUBSCRIPTIONS AND 
LOANS FROM MEMBERS WITH A GIFT OF ,000 FROM THE ADELAIDE WEST 
ROTARY CLUB. 
THE HOSTEL IS SMALL BY INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS BUT I BELIEVE 
IT REPRESENTS THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
LARGER, MORE SOPHISTICATED BUILDING ALONG THE LINES OF THOSE SET 
UP OVERSEAS. 
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ITS ESTABLISHMENT HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH THE DRIVE AND 
ENTERPRISE OF THE ASSOCIATION'S EXECUTIVE AND IT REPRESENTS A 
VITAL LINE IN THE GROWING YOUTH HOSTEL CHAIN. 
I HAVE MUCH PLEASURE, THEREFORE, IN NOW OFFICIALLY DECLARING 
IT OPEN. 
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